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we want  to  express  our  heartfe lt  grat itude for  sharing your
t ime,  resources ,  and passion with  us .  Your  contributions

have a l lowed us  to  provide  shelter ,  medical  care ,  and love
to  countless  animals  in  need .
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Dear  Fr iends ,

I  hope th is  let ter  f inds  you in  good hea l th  and h igh  sp ir i ts .  As  the  Director  of  the  Oneida  County
Humane Society ,  I  wanted to  take  a  moment  to  express  my deepest  grat i tude to  a l l  o f  you for  your
unwaver ing  support  and dedicat ion to  our  cause .

Post  Covid-19 ,  we faced unexpected medica l  expenses ,  encountered d i f f icu l t ies  in  access ing
spay/neuter  serv ices ,  and struggled  a longs ide  our  community  to  keep up with  the  ever- increas ing
needs  of  the  animals  and their  humans .  However ,  despi te  these  obstac les ,  you a l l  rose  to  the  occas ion in
a  way that  tru ly  astounded us .

In  the  face  of  these  cha l lenges ,  we were  ab le  to  put  together  a  smal l  team of  transport  dr ivers  to  ass ist
the  community  with  gett ing  the ir  cats  to  a  low-cost  spay/neuter  c l in ic .  This  in i t iat ive  has  made a
s igni f icant  impact  in  contro l l ing  the  populat ion of  s tray  cats  and reducing  the  burden on our  she l ter .
We are  proud of  th is  accompl ishment  and hope to  expand th is  program in  the  upcoming year  to  inc lude
dogs  as  wel l .

To  our  generous  donors ,  your  contr ibut ions  have  been instrumenta l  in  ensur ing  that  we can cont inue
our  miss ion of  prov id ing  care  and shel ter  to  our  furry  f r iends .  Your  se l f lessness  and compass ion have
made a  s igni f icant  impact  on the  l ives  of  count less  animals ,  especia l ly  dur ing  these  try ing  t imes .  We are
forever  gratefu l  for  your  support .

To our  dedicated vo lunteers ,  your  t i re less  e f forts  and boundless  enthus iasm have  been the  dr iv ing  force
behind our  success .  Whether  i t ’ s  walk ing  dogs ,  c leaning  kennels ,  or  ass ist ing  with  our  transport
program,  your  commitment  to  our  cause  i s  t ru ly  inspir ing .  You are  the  heart  and soul  o f  our
organizat ion ,  and we cannot  thank you enough for  a l l  that  you do .

To our  incredib le  fosters ,  you have  opened up your  homes and hearts  to  animals  in  need,  prov id ing
them with  love ,  care ,  and a  temporary  sanctuary .  Your  wi l l ingness  to  take  in  these  vu lnerable  creatures
and nurture  them unt i l  they  f ind  the ir  forever  homes is  nothing  short  of  heroic .  We are  forever  gratefu l
for  your  k indness  and generos i ty .

A  specia l  thank you goes  out  to  our  esteemed board of  d irectors ,  whose  guidance and support  have  been
inva luable .  Your  strateg ic  v is ion  and unwaver ing  commitment  to  our  miss ion have  he lped us  nav igate
through the  toughest  of  t imes .  Your  dedicat ion to  the  wel fare  of  an imals  i s  t ru ly  commendable ,  and we
are  honored to  have  you by  our  s ide .

Last  but  certa in ly  not  least ,  I  want  to  express  my deepest  appreciat ion to  the  hardworking  staf f  o f  the
Oneida  County  Humane Society .  Your  pass ion ,  profess ional ism,  and unwaver ing  dedicat ion to  our  cause
are  what  make the  magic  happen every  day .  Despite  the  cha l lenges  we faced,  you remained steadfast  in
your  commitment  to  the  wel l-being  of  our  furry  f r iends .  Your  res i l ience  and unwaver ing  sp ir i t  are  tru ly
remarkable ,  and I  am humbled to  work  a longs ide  such an  incredib le  team.

In  c los ing ,  I  want  to  emphas ize  how fortunate  we are  to  have  your  support .  
Your  generos i ty ,  k indness ,  and unwaver ing  commitment  to  our  cause  have  
made a  profound d i f ference in  the  l ives  of  an imals  in  our  community .  
Together ,  we have  created a  br ighter  future  for  them,  and for  that  I  am 
eterna l ly  gratefu l .

Thank you for  be ing  here  with  us ,  gu id ing  us ,  and ra is ing  us  up .  
We are  tru ly  b lessed to  have  your  unwaver ing  support .

With  heart fe l t  grat i tude ,

Amanda Haydon Director
 County  Humane Society



Once upon a time, in the heart of Oneida County, there
was a little shar pei named Tank. Tank had a tough
start in life, facing hardships that left him broken and
in need of serious help. But fate had something special
in store for him.

Tank found himself at the Oneida County Humane
Society, a place filled with compassionate souls who
were dedicated to giving animals like him a second
chance. The moment Tank arrived, the staff knew they
had to do everything they could to piece him back
together again.

The local veterinarians, upon hearing Tank's story,
immediately offered their expertise and resources.
They worked tirelessly, mending his wounds and
helped nurse him back to health. The community
rallied behind Tank, donating funds and supplies to
ensure he received the best care possible.

As the days turned into weeks, Tank's spirit began to
shine through. His resilience and determination
inspired everyone who crossed his path. Despite the
pain he had endured, Tank never lost his ability to
learn, love and trust. 

OUR FAVORITE STORY OF 2023

Among the many people touched by Tank's journey was one
of our staff members at the shelter, Brit. The moment she
laid eyes on Tank, she knew somehow he was meant to be a
part of her life. She had recently experienced the loss of one
of her beloved four-legged friends, and her heart ached for
a companion, for not only herself , but for her remaining
dog as he was quite sad.. and so it often goes, Tank is home. 

Every day Tank is showered with love, care, and all the
comforts he had never known before. He would never go
without again. Tank, in return, fills Brit’s  life with joy, tail
wags, and snuggles that warm her heart forming an
unbreakable bond, a testament to the incredible power of
love and second chances.

Let Tanks story become a beacon of hope for animals in
need everywhere. His journey taught everyone that no
matter how broken or lost we may feel, there is always hope
for a brighter tomorrow. And in the end, it is love and
compassion that can heal even the deepest wounds.

And so, Tank's story continues to inspire and remind us that
with a little help, a lot of love, and the unwavering support
of a community, every animal can find their forever home
and live a life filled with happiness and endless tail wags.

Help  Tank Heal



In  the  depths  of  our  shelter ,  where  hope resides ,
Lies  a  pack of  dogs ,  with  longing in  their

eyes .They 've  waited so  long,  for  a  p lace  to  ca l l
home,  Where their  unique needs  won 't  be  left

a lone .

Each dog has  a  story ,  a  ta le  to  be  to ld ,
Of  resi l ience  and love ,  that  never  grows old .

Some need a  yard ,  where  they can freely  roam,
others  need pat ience ,  to  help  them feel  at  home.

Then there  are  the  shy ones ,  who need a  gentle  touch,
A family  who understands ,  and loves  them so  much.
They seek a  ca lm environment ,  where  they can feel  
secure ,  With pat ient  souls  who ' l l  help  them slowly

 endure .

And let ' s  not  forget  the  ones  with  specia l  needs ,
who require  extra  care ,  to  ful f i l l  their  deeds .

They need a  loving home,  with  hearts  ful l  of  grace ,
to  provide  them with  comfort ,  in  their  unique

space .

let ' s  f ind these  dogs  the  homes they deserve ,  
where  their  speci f ic  needs ,  wi l l  be  beauti ful ly

 preserved .  For  out  there ,  somewhere ,  l ies  their
perfect  p lace ,  where  they ' l l  f ind love  and joy ,  at

their  own pace .

www.ochspets .org



Monetary  Donations
Monetary  donat ions  are  a lways  appreciated .  These
donat ions  can be  used to  prov ide  medica l  care ,
food,  and shel ter  for  animals  in  need.  You can
make a  one-t ime donat ion or  set  up  a  recurr ing
donat ion on the  OCHS websi te  www.ochspets .org  

OCHS has  smal l  fundra is ing  events  he ld  throughout
the  year  as  wel l  as  our  largest  annual  fundra iser
the  Furba l l ,  where  you can donate  monetar i ly  and
part ic ipate  in  fun act iv i t ies  at  the  same t ime.  
Keep an  eye  on our  webs i te  and Facebook for  event
updates  to  f ind  out  when our  next  event  wi l l  be .

In-Kind Donations
In-k ind donat ions  are  donat ions  of  phys ica l  i tems
such as  food,  toys ,  b lankets ,  and c leaning  suppl ies .
These  i tems are  a lways  needed as  they  he lp  keep
the animals  comfortable  and hea l thy .

Online  Wishl ists
Amazon,  Chewy,  Kuranda wish l is t  

Planned Giving-Humane Society  Foundation
Planned g iv ing  involves  leav ing  a  legacy  g i f t
through your  estate  p lan  or  wi l l  for  the  benef i t  o f
the  humane society  a f ter  you pass  away .  This  type
of  donat ion a l lows you to  make a  s igni f icant  impact
on the  future  of  an imals  in  need.  Before  making  a
p lanned g i f t ,  i t ’ s  important  to  consult  with  an
attorney  or  f inancia l  adv isor  to  ensure  that  your
wishes  are  carr ied  out  proper ly .  You can a lso  speak
with  OCHS about  our  p lanned g iv ing  opt ions  and
how we can he lp .  

Whether  you choose  to  donate  money,
physical  i tems,  volunteer  your  t ime,  or
make a  p lanned gi ft ,  every  contribution
helps .  Vis it  our  website  for  more
information on how you can get  involved
and make a  di f ference today!
                 www.ochspets .org

Volunteer

How You Can Help

ADOPT                          

We can he lp  you f ind  a  pet  that  i s  a  good f i t
for  your  l i festy le  and fami ly .  Here  at  the
OCHS,  we promote  Adopters  Welcome,  a
conversat ional  approach to  the  adopt ion
process .  Once adopted,  pets  f rom shel ters  and
rescue groups  typica l ly  cost  less  than pets
purchased or  even acquired for  f ree ,  when you
add in  the  cost  of  vacc inat ions ,  spay/neuter
surgery ,  microchipping , f lea  and t ick  treatment
and dewormer  inc luded in  your  adopt ion fee .
You can f i l l  out  your  adopt ion appl icat ion
ahead of  t ime,however ,  our  adopt ion process
is  an  in  person meet  and greet  fo l lowed by  our
appl icat ion ,  they  are  not  approved unt i l  the
meet  and greet  has  happened.
          Ca l l  us  to  schedule  your  meet ing

                       ( 7 15 )  362-5992

Volunteers  are  incredib ly  important  to  animal
shel ters ,  as  they  prov ide  much-needed
support  and resources  that  enable  she l ters  to
operate  e f f ic ient ly  and ef fect ive ly .
With  l imited budgets  and staf f ,  she l ters  of ten
re ly  on vo lunteers  to  br idge  the  gap and
ensure  that  animals  receive  the  care  and
attent ion they  deserve .

Without  vo lunteers ,  many shel ters  would
struggle  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  animals  in
their  care  and f ind  them lov ing  homes .  
OCHS is  a lways  looking  for  new volunteers  to
help  with  many vo lunteer  opportunit ies .
 

Morning c leaning
Dog Walk ing
Dog Ambassador
Afternoon Socia l izat ion
Event  Volunteer
Transport  Volunteer

  Foster
Foster ing  i s  a  win-win  s i tuat ion ,  benef i t ing
both the  animals  and the  humans involved .
I t  o f fers  a  temporary ,  lov ing  home for
animals  in  need whi le  prov id ing  humans
with  the  opportunity  to  make a  d i f ference
and exper ience the  joy  of  he lp ing  animals
on their  journey  to  f inding
permanent  homes .

Donate


