Oneida County Humane Society
Volunteer Application

“Volunteers give the greatest gift of all!”

The Oneida County Humane Society (OCHS) values its Volunteers tremendously. Volunteers must be 16 years or older. Unless approved by the Director of OCHS. Please understand that completion of this application does not assure placement. OCHS fills the positions and time slots that are needed. 

Please print
First Name______________________________ Last Name____________________________________
Address ________________________________ City/State/Zip. ________________________________
Phone # ____________________________________________________________________________

Check the one that applies:

_______Court Ordered Community Service Position 	______Volunteer Position

Availability:
Please circle the days/times you are available for volunteer work. Times are not limited to time slots, just a generality of when you are available:
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	8:00-12:00
	8:00 – 12:00
	8:00 – 12:00
	8:00-12:00
	8:00 – 12:00
	8:00 – 12:00
	8:00 – 12:00

	NONE
	12:00 – 6:00
	12:00-6:00
	12:00-6:00
	12:00 – 6:00
	12:00 – 6:00
	12:00 – 3:00




We offer court ordered Community Service hours. We do not accept persons who have been convicted of the following crimes:
· Felony Level Crimes
· Crimes committed with a weapon
· History of Sexual offenses
· Predatory Crimes
· Crimes of violence
· Animal Cruelty/Neglect

For Community Service, the following are required:
· Must complete 20 or more hours, in order to have hours approved for community service
· Must complete hours during 8am-12pm, unless different times are approved by Director of OCHS

Community Service Workers are welcome to apply to volunteer at the Adoption Center after completion of their service hours. 



Areas of interest:
OCHS would like our Volunteers to be comfortable with their duties. Choosing from the list below will help us understand which area each volunteer would like to work in. Your interests will be noted. Initially volunteers will be placed to meet the needs of the animals and the OCHS Adoption Center. After needs are met, volunteers will then be able to move into their area of interest:

· Morning Animal Care: Assist our staff in the basic care of the animals housed here at OCHS Adoption Center. The main duties of the members of our Morning Animal Care Crew are to maintain and clean all of our animal areas and to make sure that the animals are well cared for and comfortable. This position may be used to fulfill a community service requirement, as all community service hours must be completed through cleaning.

· Cat and Small Animal Socialization: Animal companions provide exercise and socialization for our cats, kittens, and small animals. Help us live up to our commitment to deliver the highest standard of care possible to all of our furry residents. This position may not be used to fulfill a community service requirement. Volunteer Times: The hours when the shelter is open to the public. (There are no cat socializing opportunities in the morning as we clean and feed the cats during those hours.)

· Dog Companions/Walkers: Providing companionship and exercise to our dogs available for adoption. This position may not be used to fulfill a community service requirement.

· Afternoon Cleaning: Assist our staff in keeping the shelter environment clean, safe, and healthy for the animals. Tasks may include laundry, dishes, sweeping and mopping, and other cleaning projects as needed. This position may be used to fulfill a community service requirement, as all community service hours must be completed through cleaning.

· Event Volunteer: This position assists with the promotion and execution of fundraiser events for the shelter.  Event Volunteers help to spread the word about OCHS programs and expand public knowledge of our Adoption Center, policies and ways we help animals.

· Companion Animal Foster Parent: This position assists in the daily care of companion animals in your home for eventual adoption. A separate application for the Foster Program may be required.

· Dog Ambassador: This position is for ages 18 and older. Take a dog out for ice cream, to the local pet supply stores, for a hike in the woods. Just a hour or day out of a kennel can mean the world to the dog. A separate Dog Ambassador Volunteer application is required.

· Can Hauler:  The primary responsibility of the volunteer can hauler, is to make sure our recycling trailer/area is orderly and to haul bags of aluminum cans from OCHS to Oak Leaf Auto Salvage to be cashed in. Must have own vehicle and insurance. You will not be required to handle money. The monies collected will be sent directly to OCHS by Oak Leaf to help fund spays/neuters.  



OCHS staff will train volunteers in the area of biggest needs. After training is completed, staff is always available for questions and continued education for volunteers. However OCHS seeks volunteers willing to work independently as staff is not always available. OCHS will not put volunteers in unsafe and undesirable situations.






Volunteer Animal Handling Release

I, _______________________________ (Volunteer or Parent/Guardian on behalf of the Volunteer), in consideration for being permitted to participate as a Volunteer with the Oneida County Humane Society Adoption Center (Center), hereby release and discharge the Center from any and all claims, rights, demands, actions, causes of actions, expenses and damages, which I or my heirs ever had, now have, or may have against the Center arising out of an accident or negligent act on the part of the Center or any of its agents and relating to my participation as a Volunteer.  I understand my signing a Release is required in order to work as a Volunteer.  If I wish to negotiate any of the terms of this Release, I should contact the Center’s Manager before signing this Release or participating as a Volunteer.

I fully understand that this is a Release and it includes, but is not limited to, any claims, rights, demands, actions, causes of actions, expenses and damages whatsoever which may arise from any injury, act or omission, caused, occasioned, or contributed to, actually or allegedly, by the negligence of the Center in conjunction with this program activity.

I also fully understand the risk involved with working with animals and that such animals could have behavior issues or be otherwise potentially dangerous.  I fully assume such risk for any injury, losses or damages of any kind resulting from such risks involved in my volunteering as a Volunteer or any associated activities.

I acknowledge that I have read, fully understand and voluntarily agree to this Release and that no oral representatives, statements or inducements apart from this Release have been made to me.  I also fully agree to comply with all rules, regulations and written or oral direction set forth by the Center, including requirements for training or classes.  I fully understand and accept that my rights as a Volunteer may be withdrawn at any time by the Center without cause.

I also certify that I have completed and signed the Oneida County Humane Society Adoption Center Volunteer Application and Release.  I further certify that I am signing this Release both freely and voluntarily.




Date Signed _________________  
Volunteer or Parent/Guardian of Volunteer Signature: ________________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]

Print name of Volunteer or Parent/Guardian of Volunteer: _____________________________________
If signing as the Parent/Guardian on behalf of a youth volunteer under the age of 18, please print the name of the youth volunteer here: ________________________________________________________

Date of Birth of Youth Volunteer: ________________________

Approved by Center Staff: ____________________________________ Date: ________________
